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IT'S ALOOK FHoclie” D Coron

Hits of black, from the window frames, coffee
table and art, add graphic punch in the living
room. Sectional, Elte; coffee table, Atelier
Arking; art by Nina Bruun, Paper Collective.
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TORONTO DESIGNER
JACKIE DI CARA USES BLACK,
WHITE AND WOOD TONES TO
CREATE SPARE, SERENE ROOMS
WITH GRAPHIC IMPACT.

Design JACKIE DICARA | Photography KIELY RAMOS
Text JOSH WALKER
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TOP LEFT: The foyer is an ideal space to incorporate

a bold design element like this floor tile. Mirror, Crate

and Barrel; bench, Design Within Reach; tile, Stone Tile.
TOP RIGHT: The furniture in the dining area is streamlined
and airy. Black flush-mount ceiling fixtures, Luminaire
Authentik; dining table by Ethnicraft, Stylegarage;

dining chairs by Blu Dot, Urban Mode.

ESS IS MORE. That was the guiding mantra

for Jackie Di Cara in her redesign of this

1,600-square-foot Rosedale home. Balanced

by white oak, the black and white palette

was the right choice for Jackie’s client, a busy

professional working in the courts who
needed a serene retreat to come home to, and a space for
entertaining family on the weekends.

This graphic yet warm look is also indicative of a wider
shift in design. “In Toronto, there’s been a move toward
cleaner, more contemporary interiors,” says Jackie. “Our
home has become our oasis; we want an uncluttered
environment that brings a sense of calm and order. And
our spaces need to function for both working and living.”

For this project, Jackie was so aligned with her client
that she felt she was working on a house for herself.
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“There’s a minimalist undertone that comes from within,”
says the designer. “It’s about trying to simplify things as much
as possible.” The plan initially revolved around a main-floor
renovation to improve the layout and bring more light to the
space. However, in the process of designing the sitting area,
kitchen, adjacent dining space and living room, the project
expanded to a full gut of all three floors, plus a new second-
storey addition.

Acting as the centerpiece, the open-plan kitchen has
a stunning porcelain island, and a black vent hood that’s an
effective punctuation mark. “You have to be careful with
black because it’s a very powerful colour and design tool,”
says Jackie. “The percentage of black in a room will dictate
how the space feels, so it’s important to get it right.”

And that goes for all kinds of rooms, even ones where the
decorating is more adventurous. “A well-lit space with lots of

SEE SOURCE GUIDE



A porcelain-clad island is a

focal point of the kitchen design.

Laminam counters and island,
Stone Tile; faucet by Brizo,
Roman Bath Centre.
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In the serene principal bedroom, Jackie introduced
a wallpaper mural with oversized brushstrokes
to create visual interest. Ceiling fixture, Luminaire *

Authentik; wallpaper mural, Drop It Modern;
bed frame, RH; table lamp, Arteriors.
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natural light can easily take a black accent wall and still
feel fresh,” says Jackie, referring to her client’s guest
bedroom, “whereas a room with less natural light will
take on a moody vibe.”

Jackie’s client decided early on that she didn’t need to
sit at the kitchen island. “She only wanted to put things in
the house that were useful,” says Jackie. “Doing away
with the island seating meant that we could clad it with
statement slabs and have more comfortable circulation
paths through the space.” A contemporary linear light
fixture hangs above. “For me, anything graphic is a great
way to grab attention,” she adds.

Jackie used striking oversized art in the living room
to similar effect. The art immediately draws the eye while
everything else in the room plays a supporting role.

SEE SOURCE GUIDE

TOP LEFT: The principal bathroom counter
is quartz, which requires virtually no
maintenance. Mirror, Rejuvenation; faucets
by Aquabrass, sinks, Roman Bath Centre.
TOP RIGHT: In the guest bedroom,

a black-painted feature wall has impact.
Bed frame by Biu Dot, Urban Mode;
nightstand, LD Shoppe; art, Minted.

In this house, Jackie tweaked the classic black, white
and wood formula to make it feel fresh. Take, for example,
the foyer. Instead of going with the traditional black and
white checkerboard floor tile you might see in a Victorian
house, she modernized the look with a cool triangle pattern.

The cast concrete fireplace in the sitting area (see page 76)
is the only element that remains from the original floor
plan, and Jackie loves the unadorned, clean lines it brings
to her design. “It contrasts beautifully with the curvy
furniture, softer colours, art and natural tones,” she says.

With the renovation now complete, the house is a
statement-making study of contrasts — elegant and airy yet
anchored in dramatic elements. Jackie’s less is more approach
balances form and function, creating elevated, uncluttered
rooms for her client to enjoy for years to come.
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Dark Tools, (647) 725-3275

or darktools.com

Design Within Reach, dwr.com
Eurolite, (416) 203-1501 or eurolite.com
Farrow & Ball, 1-888-511-1121

or farrow-ball.com

Fresh Home & Garden,

(416) 367-3906 or fresh.ca

Gladstone Gallery, gladstonegallery.com
Hollace Cluny, (416) 968-7894

or hollacecluny.ca

Jardin de Ville, (416) 363-8323

or jardindeville.com

Kiosk, (416) 539-9665 or kioskdesign.ca
Klaus, (416) 362-3434 or klausn.com
Metropolis Living, (647) 343-6900

or metropolis-living.com

Montauk Sofa, montauksofa.com

RH, Restoration Hardware, rh.com

Roll & Hill, rollandhill.com

Roman Bath Centre, (416) 787-1219

or romanbathcentre.com

Silestone, ca.silestone.com

Studio b, (416) 363-2996

or studiobhome.com

Theo Decor, 1-877-254-9855

or theodecor.com

Victoria + Albert, vandabaths.com
Y&Co., (416) 968-7700, (514) 287-8998
or ycocarpet.com

YS Home, yshome.ca

Zion Stone, (416) 849-5599 or zionstones.com

Page 56: Wall hooks by Kaschkasch, Klaus;
ceiling fixture, Roll & Hill; slabs (on floor and
walls), Caesarstone. Page 57: Top: Sectional,
Montauk Sofa; coffee table by Martha Sturdy,
Hollace Cluny; double sliding doors, Bauhaus;
throw pillows, rug, Y&Co. Page 58: Top:
Chaise by Rolf Benz, Klaus; fireplace surround,
Caesarstone. Page 59: Top: Dining table,
dining chairs, Klaus; left art by Amy Sillman,
Gladstone Gallery; right art by Amy Sillman,
Campoli Presti; linear light fixture, Dark Tools;
counters, Silestone; stools by Muuto, Studio b.
Bottom: Outdoor sofa and chairs by Tribu,
Avenue Road; coffee table, RH; stumps and
loungers (background), Fresh Home &
Garden. Pages 60 and 61: Sideboard by

B&B Italia, Kiosk; wall colour, Pitch Black (256),
Farrow & Ball. Page 62: Sofas, Montauk Sofa;
custom coffee table, Metropolis Living;

throw pillows, Y&Co. Page 63: Top: Custom
daybed, Metropolis Living; throw pillows,
Y&Co. Bottom: Dining table, Jardin de Ville.
Page 64: Pendant by Moooi, Klaus; chaise
longue, Montauk Sofa; rug, Y&Co.; Panton
chair by Vitra, Design Within Reach. Page 65:
Top: Bed frame, RH; sconce by Astro Lighting,
Eurolite; drapery fabric, Theo Decor; drapery
fabrication, YS Home; custom nightstand,

Bax Canada; bedding, Au Lit Fine Linens;
wall colour, Chantilly Lace (OC-65), Benjamin
Moore. Bottom left: Slabs, Zion Stone;
faucets, Roman Bath Centre; counter,
Caesarstone; custom vanity, Bax Canada;
tub, Victoria + Albert.

URBAN REVIVAL Pages 66 to 73
Design, Samantha Sacks, Sam Sacks Desian,
(416) 451-0733 or samsacksdesign.com.

PRINCIPAL SUPPLIERS
Anthropologie, anthropologie.com
Article, article.com

Au Lit Fine Linens, (416) 489-7010

or aulitfinelinens.com

Benjamin Moore, 1-800-361-5898

or benjaminmoore.ca

Buster + Punch, busterandpunch.com
Casson Hardware, cassonhardware.com
CB2, cb2.ca

Crate and Barrel, crateandbarrel.ca
The Door Store, (416) 863-1590

or thedoorstore.com

EQ3, (416) 533-9090 or eq3.com
Facebook Marketplace,
facebook.com/marketplace

Farrow & Ball, 1-888-511-1121

or farrow-ball.com

Ferm Living, fermliving.com

Four Hands, (512) 371-7575 or fourhands.com
Ginger’s, (416) 787-1787 or gingers.com
Hollace Cluny, (416) 968-7894

or hollacecluny.ca

Isabella G. Vella, isabellavella.com
Jmac Productions, (416) 972-0763

or jmacproductions.ca

Kavuus, 1-877-298-1906 or kavuus.com
Marvin Canada, (905) 670-5052

or marvincanada.com

Miele, miele.com

Mjolk, (416) 551-9853 or mjolk.ca
Nadurra Wood, (647) 345-8414

or nadurrawood.com

Olympia Tile & Stone, (416) 785-6666
or olympiatile.com

Pottery Barn Canada, potterybarn.ca
Rove Concepts, 1-800-705-6217

or roveconcepts.com

RugStudio, 1-800-796-8890 or rugstudio.com
Rug & Weave, (226) 962-9044

or rugandweave.ca

Sam Sacks Design, (416) 451-0733

or samsacksdesign.com

Schwindt Construction, (416) 529-5498
or schwindtconstruction.com

Skoéna Design, (416) 782-7882 or skona.ca
The Tile Store, (416) 757-8453

or thetilestore.ca

Tonic Living, (416) 699-9879

or tonicliving.com

Wayfair Canada, wayfair.ca

West Elm, westelm.ca

Y&Co., (416) 968-7700, (514) 287-8998
or ycocarpet.com

YLighting, ylighting.com

Contracting, Schwindt Construction; kitchen
cabinets, bathroom vanity, Skéna Design;
wall colour, Super White (OC-152), Benjamin
Moore. Page 66: Wall lights, Wayfair Canada;
table, Rove Concepts; art by Isabella G. Vella;
banquette fabrication, Jmac Productions;
bench upholstery fabric, Tonic Living. Page 67:
Range, Miele; hardware, Buster + Punch;
flooring, Nadurra Wood; sliding doors
(background), Marvin Canada; rug
(background), EQ3. Page 68: Top left: Tile,
The Tile Store. Bottom left: Millwork, Jmac
Productions; sofa, Article. Page 69: Pendants,
Mjolk; faucet, Ginger’s; barstools, Rove
Concepts; marble, Olympia Tile & Stone;
cabinet colour, Studio Green (93), Farrow &
Ball. Page 70: Pendant by Bocci, Hollace Cluny;
dining table, Article; dining chairs, CB2;

bowl, rug, Sam Sacks Design. Page 71: Ceiling
fixture, West Elm; sofa, Kavuus; coffee table,
upholstered armchairs, CB2; mirror, Facebook
Marketplace; fireplace tools, Ferm Living;
throw pillows, Crate and Barrel; rug,
RugStudio. Page 72: Wall light, YLighting;
rug, Four Hands. Page 73: Top left: Rug

(in front of tub), The Door Store; pebble wall
hooks, Casson Hardware; towel, Au Lit Fine
Linens. Top right: Rug, Rug & Weave.

Bottom right: Wallpaper, Anthropologie;

bed frame, Wayfair Canada; yellow accent
pillows, Y&Co; bean bag chair, Pottery Barn
Canada; rug, Sam Sacks Design.

HIGH DRAMA Pages 74 to 79
Design, Jackie Di Cara, Jacki Di Cara
Interior Design, (416) 400-9490

or jackiedicaradesign.com.

CONTINUED
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Source Guide

PRINCIPAL SUPPLIERS

Appliance Canada, appliancecanada.com
Arteriors, 1-877-488-8866

or arteriorshome.com

AT Build, (416) 561-7384

or alexandertencate.com

Atelier Arking, (289) 981-9535 or arking.ca
Benjamin Moore, 1-800-361-5898

or benjaminmoore.ca

Caesarstone, caesarstone.ca

Canadian Drapery Workroom,

(905) 662-9995

CB2, cb2.ca

Crate and Barrel, crateandbarrel.ca
Design Within Reach, dwr.com

Drop It Modern, dropitmodern.com
Dundas Specialty Windows & Doors,
(416) 534-4593 or experiencedundas.com
Elte, (416) 785-7885 or elte.com
Hollis+Morris, (647) 970-9716,
1-833-890-3305 or hollismorris.com

If Only Home, ifonlyhome.com

LD Shoppe, Idshoppe.com

Luminaire Authentik, (514) 662-0352

or luminaireauthentik.com

Mettro Source, (416) 913-1722 or mettro.ca
Minted, minted.com

Paper Collective, papercollective.com
Rejuvenation, rejuvenation.com

RH, Restoration Hardware, rh.com

Roman Bath Centre, (416) 787-1219

or romanbathcentre.com

Stone Tile, 1-866-669-1103 or stone-tile.com
Stylegarage, (416) 534-4343

or stylegarage.com

Tonic Living, (416) 699-9879 or tonicliving.ca
Topss, topss.ca

Urban Mode, (416) 591-8834

or urbanmode.com

West Elm, westelm.ca

General contractor, floorirlg, AT Build;
stonework fabrication and i iorf, Topss;

white paint colour, White Dove (OC-17), black
door and accent wall colour, Raccoon Fur
(2126-20), Benjamin Moore. Page 74:
Sectional, throw pillows (excluding green
pillows), vases, Elte; coffee table, Atelier
Arking; art by Nina Bruun, Paper Collective;
window frames by Ostaco, Dundas Specialty
Windows & Doors; green throw pillows,
drapery fabric, Tonic Living; drapery sewing,
Canadian Drapery Workroom. Page 75: Right:
Sconce, Elte. Page 76: Left: Mirror, Crate and
Barrel; bench, Design Within Reach; tile, Stone
Tile. Right: Black flush-mount ceiling fixtures,
Luminaire Authentik; dining table by Ethnicraft,
Stylegarage; dining chairs and ottoman by Blu
Dot, Urban Mode; armchairs (background),
Design Within Reach; rug, CB2; art (above
fireplace), Minted. Page 77: Laminam counters
and island, Stone Tile; faucet by Brizo, Roman
Bath Centre; linear ceiling fixture, Hollis+Morris;
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range by Bosch, Appliance Canada. Page 78:
Ceiling fixture, Luminaire Authentik; wallpaper
mural, Drop It Modern; bed frame, throw, RH;
table lamp, Arteriors; duvet, If Only Home;
lumbar pillow, West Elm; drapery fabric, Tonic
Living; drapery sewing, Canadian Drapery
Workroom; nightstand, Crate and Barrel; rug,
LD Shoppe. Page 79: Left: Mirror, Rejuvenation;
faucets by Aquabrass, sinks, Roman Bath
Centre; counter, Caesarstone; stool by Sori
Yanagi, Design Within Reach; wall tile, Stone
Tile; floor tile, Mettro Source. Right: Bed frame
by Blu Dot, Urban Mode; nightstand, table
lamp, LD Shoppe; bedding, RH; art, Minted.

THE RIGHT FIT Pages 80 to 85
Design, Tim Lam, Design Maze,
designmaze.com; design assistance,
Tiffany Piotrowski, Tiffany Leigh Design,
tiffanyleighdesign.com.

PRINCIPAL SUPPLIERS

Alanna Cavanagh, (647) 391-3939

or alannacavanagh.com

American Standard, 1-800-442-1902

or americanstandard.ca

Anony, (416) 944-9617 or anony.ca
Artemide, (416) 628-6718 or artemide.ca
Avenue Road, (416) 548-7788

or avenue-road.com

Bendt Kitchens & Millwork, bendt.ca
Bettencourt Manor, (416) 319-4191

or bettencourtmanor.com

Black Rooster Decor, (416) 465-7778

or blackroosterdecor.com

Blanco, 1-877-425-2626 or blancocanada.com
Blueprint Lighting, blueprintlighting.com
Calico Corners, calicocorners.com
CB2,cb2.ca

Ciot, ciot.com

Couristan, couristan.com

Creekside Tile Company, (416) 256-3800
or creeksidetile.com

Crown Surface Solutions, (416) 245-2900
or crownsurfacesolutions.com

DXV, dxv.com

Eagleview Construction, (226) 646-3390
or eagleviewconstruction.com

Emtek, 1-800-356-2741 or emtek.com
EQ3, (416) 533-9090 or eq3.com

Etsy, etsy.com

Gus* Modern, (416) 534-0773

or gusmodern.com

H&M Home, hm.com

HanStone Quartz, hanstone.ca
HomeSense, 1-800-646-9466

or homesense.ca

Hudson Valley Lighting,
hudsonvalleylighting.com

lkea, 1-866-866-IKEA or ikea.ca
Illuminate Vintage, illuminatevintage.com
Jill Rosenwald Studio, jillrosenwald.com
Jordan Poirier Furniture,
jordanpoirierfurniture.com

Kornhauser Upholstery, (519) 716-5676
Loloi, loloirugs.con

Lulu and Georgia, luluandgeorgia.com
Moen, moen.ca

Original BTC, originalbtc.com

PDR Custom Framing,
pdrcustomframing.com

Ridgely Studio Works, (416) 548-9238

or ridgelystudioworks.com

Silva Custom Furniture (to the trade),
(416) 638-9595 or silvadhome.com

SWD Studio, swdstudio.ca

Tonic Living, (416) 699-9879 or tonicliving.ca
Wesley Seto Design, (416) 538-3223
West Elm, westelm.ca

York Wallcoverings, yorkwallcoverings.com

Construction, Eagleview Construction;
upholstering, Kornhauser Upholstery; drapery
sewing, Wesley Seto Design. Pages 80 and 81:
Sofa and chaise longue by Sarah Richardson
Design, Silva Custom Furniture; credenza, Gus*
Modern; wall sculpture (far left), Ridgely Studio
Works; ceiling fixture, Blueprint Lighting; floor
lamp, Hudson Valley Lighting; chaise longue
upholstery fabric, Calico Corners; drapery
fabric, Tonic Living; rug, Loloi. Page 82: Black
sconces, Anony; dining chairs, Avenue Road;
counter, backsplash, tabletop, HanStone
Quartz; faucet, sink, Blanco; utensil holder,

Jill Rosenwald Studio; table (excluding
tabletop), accessories, coffee machine,
HomeSense; rug, Couristan. Page 83: Daybed,
Ikea; daybed upholstery fabric, throw pillows,
drapery fabric, Tonic Living; wallpaper, York
Wallcoverings; millwork, Bendt Kitchens &
Millwork; scissor illustration by Alanna
Cavanagh; custom framing by PDR Custom
Framing; chair, Avenue Road; rug, CB2.

Page 84: Right: Custom headboard, Kornhauser
Upholstery; storage bed, nightstand, Ikea;
grasscloth, York Wallcoverings; cabinet
millwork, Bendt Kitchens & Millwork; headboard
upholstery fabric, Calico Corners; pendant,
Original BTC; black and white accent pillows,
Etsy; lumbar pillow, SWD Studio; nightstand
knob, Emtek. Left: Ceiling fixture, Black Rooster
Decor; rug, Lulu and Georgia; drapery fabric,
Tonic Living; throw pillow (on chair) SWD Studio;
throw, H&M Home. Page 85: Left: Mirror, EQ3;
console, West Elm; bench, Jordan Poirier
Furniture; pendant, Artemide. Top right: Mirror,
HomeSense; faucet, Moen; CONTINUED



